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Evaluation 

During the summer I found myself becoming more engaged with the residents of Knowle 

West in Bristol.  I began photographing some interesting and quirky gardens in the area, and  

I received positive responses each time I asked for permission to photograph in their gardens,' 

the residents showed interest in what I was doing and were very welcoming.  

My next idea was to expand on the community engagement for this project and to shoot more 

landscapes in the Northern Slopes, representing the natural surroundings which cover the 

outskirts of the built up housing estates in and around Knowle West. 

I walked into the Community Centre and various places asking for information on local 

events, as well as looking on the internet researching relevant areas, where there would be 

resident involvement. 

I realised that the geographical area in and around Knowle West is vast, which comprises of a 

wide range of photographic and research opportunities. 

During my visits it had become clear that Knowle West has many interesting aspects that I 

can photograph and research from rural, urban residential areas, unspoilt old buildings and 

quirkiness within the residential areas. 

Researching the area during the summer and throughout the autumn has given me more ideas 

on areas in which I can work in,  including places and buildings such as where my father and 

three generations once lived, as well as other family historical aspects in Knowle West. 

I have enjoyed working in the area of Knowle West and I will remain working creatively on 

this project for some time, because each time I visit I find more interesting people and places, 

that inspires me to increase my research in this particular location. 

I decided to photograph the Friendship group and Tea dance at the Community Centre for 

several reasons,  because these groups would enable me to engage with different age brackets 

as well as give me the opportunity to work the building which was once my Fathers school, 

the hall is full of light with large windows on each side, this fascinated me and through my 

research gave me the chance to use the light in the way I had in mind, so I could incorporate 

this element into my imagery making.  The more I became involved in this project the more I 

began to find out more about my long lost family history which is why the project steered in 

this way.  I began to document this project in a family tree type of style with regards to the 

area, and certain locations.  I decided as the project was unfolding and expanding this was the 

way to progress this part of my project, thus taking it forward to the next part, which I am 

currently researching on, in order to develop my project further.  

I was unsure on how to produce a coherent video, by making a story board and presenting it 

with other research on my presentation, gave me a clearer indication via feedback from the 

tutors.  I then knew I needed to produce more images and movie clips on the two social 
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events, that are held in the local Community hall, in order that I had enough footage to 

produce a short video.   

Whilst looking at my contact sheets it was evident that there was not enough coherent work 

to produce a small series of images for submission; however the idea to produce a short video 

was definitely a realistic approach to my final piece.   

Looking at my edited selection of photos' and video clips during tutorial, it gave me time to 

reflect and make my final decisions on which photographs' I would use and which movie 

clips I would not use.  

Researching  other practitioners has given me ideas with regards to making the most of 

ambient light on my subjects and in the frame.  These factors have enriched my way of 

thinking, with aspects on how I will compose my images, regarding composition,  the use of 

ambient light and framing my subject, I also put into consideration the way I position myself 

including the distance from my subject and myself.   

I found looking at different creative's' enhanced my learning, thus extending my creative 

knowledge and practice, as well as introducing new ideas, with the areas mentioned above in 

my photographic and research development.  For example the artist Jean Baptiste-Camille 

Carot with his landscape paintings, I took note on the composition, his subject matter as well 

as his reasons for painting what he called his 'souvenirs.'' 

 I found his work very inspiring, the location that I was working in was similar in many 

aspects and enabled me to produce more imagery with this style and contents, in my 

photographs'.  

Looking at films gave me an insight into the way the camera was operated, as well as the use 

of lighting which I incorporated into my short documentary video. I made the decision not to 

pan in on my video due to several reasons, one is by talking with tutors and taking on board 

suggestions, regarding not to zoom in but to move towards the subject to create a better 

quality photograph.  So I used this method in my videoing by not zooming in and by using a 

choice of lenses as discussed during tutorial. 

I decided a static approach of recording would best suit my idea and my research on the film' 

I Am The Pretty Thing That Lives In The House'.  This film inspired me with the way they 

incorporated the ambient light,  that came from the windows into the rooms inside of the 

house, as well as the way the light filtered out over the floor and table for example.  

Whilst I was in the hall at the Community Centre I was noticing more ambient light and how 

effectively I could use it with the grand windows on each side of the building incorporating 

the way it beamed through the hall from each side as it did in the film.  My decision for my 

style of video is based on this film which I found simple but effective which informs the 

viewer more visually than verbally which is my intention with my moving image pieces as 

well as the still images that I have added to my  documentary video. 
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After a tutorial discussion on composition and where I place myself, I looked at other 

practitioners' I came across  series of  photographs from different photographers, such as 

Peter Mitchell and Bill Brandt's projects.  I read about Peter Mitchell's series on strangely 

familiar, why he created his project, his aspirations and what it meant to him; along with his 

outcome which was a book.  I was interested to see more of Mitchell's photographs, as well 

as learn more about his style and approach in this particular project of his.  He took his shots 

from a distance, including some images with quirky elements within the frame.  I noted some 

details down and found his work helpful with regards to framing, composition and use of 

particular elements that I would usually add into my imagery as Mitchell has, thus creating a 

juxta position or a photograph with an oddness about it. 

I found other sources of information whilst reading through books on other photographers 

such as Bill Brandt.  I looked at his series on his social documentary project on the minors, 

where his subjects are sat in front of the main light source such as a window, the series has 

the same coherent style which inspired me as well as his approach with his subjects, and how 

he knocked their door asking if he could take photographs of them in their homes, as I did of 

my subjects in their gardens. 

Reflecting on my project and time I have been producing it has been extremely pleasing, 

educational as well as emotional, due to my family connections in Knowle West. 

Photographically it has been challenging technically, because I have been using different 

equipment such as the zoom voice recorder and  a 50mm lens that I have never used before.   

have also learnt to use a different brand of full frame camera.  I have a half frame camera and 

I am used to using this particular camera and my lens, I tend to zoom in on my subject and 

for this project and from now on I am walking towards my subject, to capture a close up or 

half body shot.  I will use a 50mm lens for the clarity it provides as well as for indoor use, 

where I will be able to use a much higher aperture, thus not needing to increase the ISO 

which can produce grain on photographs. 

In some aspects using different equipment such as the 50mm lens and full frame camera has 

helped me to produce a higher quality photograph, on the other hand sometimes it has been 

challenging with focusing movement using the 50mm lens for example due to using a much 

higher aperture and perhaps not using a high enough shutter speed to compensate.  I usually 

work with a speed light indoors which can also help with clarity of motion.  I found when I 

used a zoom lens 24-70mm I needed to use a higher ISO thus producing grainy photographs 

which is sometimes less desirable.  

I am happy that I used the zoom-voice recorder, because it enhanced the overall coverage of 

the video, giving the viewer information verbally rather than just visually.  The zoom was 

easy to use and I believe was successful.  The problems I came across when recording 

peoples' voices were firstly generating volunteers to speak, I also found that the questions I 

asked were not answered exactly how I wished, even with prompting several times.  I had to 

cut quite a lot off of one speech and then the same with the second recording of the same 

person, in order to create one coherent conversation.  So even though the conversation and 
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questions answered were not as successful as I would have desired, the end product was a 

success due to my editing, and I am pleased with the end result of the voice over;  however I 

would have preferred Sean who spoke during the first half of the video to have spoken a little 

louder. 

The days that the social groups are on unfortunately clashed with lectures and workshops, 

during the first few months.  There were certain workshops I needed to attend, which gave 

me less time to create more photographic work. 

 Weather issues during the last few weeks created problems due to lack of people, as well as 

other obstacles such as people not participating for one reason or another, and leaving early 

which meant my time there was shortened, one week  the Tea dance was closed due to heavy 

rainfall during storm Angus. However I did manage to create enough work during the short 

time I had to produce a short video, which was my intention for my final outcome.  The 

duration of time in-between each slide is five seconds,  I am not entirely sure that this is a 

long enough time and that it may look rushed.  It was a difficult decision between running 

each slide too long or too short and finding a happy medium.  

I realised that having a set day in the week would more than likely cause some problems,  

with regards to producing  adequate material for my project, due to commitments at 

University with regards to my learning, which is why I chose to document two groups.  I 

believe that photographing two groups was a wise decision for this reason and for the 

problems I came across as mentioned above. 

Having tutorials have helped guide me towards the next creative stage of my project.  I have 

taken on board the information given to me on my work and used it well, such as composition 

and use of equipment and framing.  

I realised that cropping portrait photographs to landscape for the video meant I had cut some 

of the person off, so the full body photographs' were now half body photographs, this was not 

a success, purely because I wanted to incorporate more full body photographs' thus 

representing my research. 

Due to the day of the week one of the groups run and tutorials being on the same day meant 

that I was unable to attend a few tutorials.  I understood this is important and tried to make as 

many as possible, but I also realised that time was running short and I needed to produce 

more work in order to fulfil the brief and final outcome of work for submission.   

Having my strengths and weaknesses explained and pointed out to me by peers and during 

tutorial is an important part of my learning and development, so I value tutorial time, it is for 

these reasons I regret not being able to attend some. I believe having tutors opinions and 

ideas is not only helpful but valuable for me to learn different ways of working, or thinking as 

well as technically.  

I felt out of my comfort zone to some degrees since September due to different aspects, this is 

a positive thing because as Martin Parr once said at a speech I went to, 'if you don't work out 

of your comfort zone you will not progress as a practitioner'.  By creating a short video using 
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premier pro was one of the reasons for feeling out of my comfort zone, because I had never 

used this software  before and I had one workshop which I feel I did not benefit from. 

However I managed to create the short video, which I would have preferred to have been 

longer.  I also used the zoom, which I then added the voice over, by cutting and adding 

sections of recordings, thus creating  sentences as I cut out pauses and stuttering etc. I have 

also learnt different skills whilst I was creating the video, such as fading the voices in and out 

as well as fading from black at the beginning of the video as well as fading into black at the 

end of the video. 

Overall I am pleased I have completed the video, and learnt how to use Premier Pro.  I feel it 

would be beneficial to learn more skills on the software, so I can increase the performance of 

my video creating . 

I will need to practice with the 50mm lens and the camera I loan.  However I do feel more 

confident using the camera and I have found where the settings are, so I am definitely more 

familiar with the full frame camera now and I feel more confident using it.   

 

 


