
Humphrey Spender 

Spender was inspired firstly by his older brothers passion for photography who was an 

armature photographer.. 

When he was ten years of age he received a German camera as a present, it was then that he 

became passionate himself with this type of art form as he had always had an interest in 

painting.    

Spender photographed the working class life in Bolton and Blackpool, His most famous 

photographs are of the 'Work-town Study'.   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/1485635/Humphrey-

Spender.htmlhttp://boltonworktown.co.uk/about/worktown-people/humphrey-spender-1910-

2005 
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http://boltonworktown.co.uk/bolton-council-copyright-information 

Here they play in an old derelict building on a broken piano. I like the use of light and the 

oddness of this photograph and how the keys are uncovered, revealing all the elements of the 

inside workings of the piano. I also have a photograph of Marion who attends the Church that 

I am documenting as part of this assignment called Intrusion.  It seems as though this 

gentleman is sat under a spot light, the ambient light seems to be directing from the right and 

perhaps a small amount from behind him. 

The piano at the church I am photographing is in a prime position, regarding natural ambient 

light, and I positioned myself 

taking various shots to find the 

one that I felt worked the best.  I 

also took into account the clothes 

she wore during the days that I 

shot her playing the piano. I want 

my video to look timeless but 

with a feel that one could be 

looking back in time if that 

makes sense.  I have since been 

recording her playing the piano to 

use in the video as part of my 

finished piece of work.                     Julie Flanagan 



 

Work from the Mass Observation: 

Humphrey Spenders work interests me for several reasons and inspires me also... 

As we can see in the image above that the use of light seems to have been taken into 

consideration and the way his subjects are lit works beautifully, informing the viewer perhaps 

of a serious discussion as they socially sit around a table with refreshments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julie Flanagan 


