
Report 

Photography work experience 

During the past few months I have been organising work placements. I have been shadowing 

and assisting photographers, as well as doing my own work. During this time I feel that I 

have gained some knowledge in different areas of genres and I have enjoyed the experience. 

However even though the outcome from my emails were very good, with only one none 

response, I found studio work impossible to achieve due to aspects such as safe guarding as 

well as companies that no longer offer work experience, and for these reasons as well as other 

aspects, I achieved less desired time and experience than I had originally anticipated. 

Reflecting on my experience throughout this module, I have come to appreciate commercial 

work as well as realise that wedding photography is more desirable than I first thought for my 

future as a freelance photographer.  Also realising some mistakes from photographers that I 

worked with,  has helped me to recognise how much I  knew.  As well as how I had taken 

certain aspects into account by my own previous experiences, and that I was able to identify 

these during my work experience.   

Assisting and shadowing has been interesting, I have learnt new skills from other 

photographers, such as lighting techniques, having the chance to read and fulfil briefs, as well 

as having the opportunity to liaise with clients. 

My aim is to work in a photography studio, assisting or observing and to gain experience of 

working in this environment with clients, so I am able to experience this field of work as well 

as to learn various aspects within the studio setting, because at this point I have not had the 

chance to accomplish. 

I intend to learn various genres, so I can gain more confidence in as many areas of 

photography in this competitive industry, as well as develop good working ethics. I also 

understand it is important to focus on one particular genre, which I intend to do, the dedicated 

area is unclear at the moment, but I feel I am swaying towards wedding and commercial 

work.   

I have found that newspapers do not usually employ their own photographer, that most work 

is undertaken by freelance photographers and for this reason I have found it difficult to secure 

any work experience in this genre.   

Research on starting a business has taught me so much, I now feel I have a greater 

understanding of the business side of things, as well as practical. Cost factors could cause 

some issues, such as the design elements of my brand identity.  However I am trying to 

progress, by researching various marketing materials. 

I will need to continue to progress with my strengths and weaknesses, and to achieve this I 

will need to keep working on these and the more I practice the better I shall become.   



I am at the beginning of the learning process within the business side of my photography 

career, and that research, practice and perseverance are key to success. 

 


