
Ethics 

 

It is important that I put so many aspects of ethical correctness into consideration, so I 

do not exploit people or damage their future when creating a body of work or 

documenting something. 

During a lecture it was mentioned how a documentary had been produced on 

homeless people and that model release forms were used, so consent was accounted 

for, however it turned out that a few years later one person in particular had turned 

his/her life around and that the documentary was now seen in a different light, that it 

was a type of threat, that it could ruin one's life... 

Where I am photographing and recording there are no homeless or vulnerable people, 

except elderly and children who too could be seen as vulnerable, so for these reasons I 

have spoken with the carer, family and person themselves before creating work on 

them.  Regarding the children, I wanted to also ask the parents, as well as the 

grandparents which I had already spoken with and to have all of the forms filled and 

in my hand before creating any work using children, which in one sense slowed my 

process in creating this body of work, but it is important that I go about this in the 

correct way. 

I had many in-depth discussions with the Vicar on certain issues that could arise and 

we spoke in depth on several accounts on various things, and I feel I have been 

extremely thorough and wise to work the way I have, by putting so many aspects into 

consideration and waiting until I had the forms filled out and permission from other 

members of the families. 

Lecture on Ethics 

Discussions and examples of other photographers were expressed using text and visual 

information, via power point, such as photographs of dead bodies, what our thoughts 

were on this? and how a photograph was re enacted  such as Roger Fenton's series on 

the Valley of  the Shadow of Death, of the Crimean War, where he photographed an 

abandoned landscape filled with cannon balls that he created, because it was too 

dangerous to get any closer. 

Also discussed was how images had been manipulated in some way or another, how 

powerful they could become or change a perspective, one example was that of Brian 

Walski, and how he had submitted a photograph from the war in Iraq which consisted 

of two photographs etched together that he submitted to the internet and it was 

mentioned how politically and ethically incorrect it was to have done so.   



 

Journalists need to take into account many aspects within their imagery, for example 

some incidents that may arise of a dead person, this could be that they are not named 

or perhaps a member of the family may first see the image on the internet and are not 

informed of  this beforehand, which can be a nasty shock  for them and also 

something they may not wish to see. 

It  is also important for a photojournalist when editing their work to take into account 

how much manipulation is acceptable, and how far does one take this, without having 

their own agenda for instance, thus reporting their story to their audience in the 

correct manner and truthfully.  All these factors need to be considered, with thought 

on a wider perspective. 

 

Research sources: Lecture 

http://www.historynet.com/in-the-valley-of-the-shadow-of-death-roger-fentons-

crimean-war-photos.htm 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brian_Walski 


