
Reflection 

 

Over the past few months the project that I have been working on has been 

progressing steadily, with the aim to produce two bodies of work, which I intended to 

submit as my final pieces for Intersections. 

I found working on two forms of visual media for example zine and video  interesting 

as well as challenging at times, which is what I enjoy and one of the reasons I tried to 

work on  both. It would have been easier to achieve both if each week there were 

sufficient people to work with as well as more time and perhaps spreading my time 

over two days rather than only one day, which was the only time they met in order to  

create a larger and varied body of work. 

I have come to realise that if I would like to produce a zine in the future, I would need 

to concentrate purely on photographic work, because to produce a series of 

photographs that sequence well together, thus continuing to create a coherent piece of 

work and a substantial amount of consistent photographs to complete a zine is not 

always straight forward, so this in itself can be time consuming, which is fine if one 

has more hours or days available at the location.  

I enjoyed including children into this part of my project, I feel it gave this body of 

work more vibrancy and energy, as well as allowing me to produce more varied shots 

that I could also include into my final body of work, such as age groups and 

generations of families.  I enjoyed working with children and capturing their facial 

expressions whilst taking candid shots.  I was pleasantly surprised to find the children 

began to forget that I was there and played or ate their lunch as they normally would 

which helped me to capture some beautiful moments naturally.  Explaining to 

everyone also including a short piece about myself and my aim with this project and 

outcomes that I had in mind helped me to overcome any doubts or worries from any 

of the members, because I was thorough about where the work may be used and why I 

was producing this project.  Once I had told them about my family connections with 

the church and Knowle West and by taking time to explain, I believe it helped them to 

understand and feel they seemed to be more than happy to participate. 

I am pleased with how I approached a situation with regards to very small number of 

young members attending very infrequently.  I took the time to ensure I 

communicated well with everyone, and expressed the projects development and how 

it can be progressed further and developed as I had in mind, not just for my project 

but also for the church, in order that I am able to produce a video for submission and 

they can use it to advertise their church and activities on their website, so  it was a 

win, win, for both myself and the church.  After my conversations the coffee morning 



became very busy during the last few weeks which was fantastic, it give me so many 

opportunities to capture and record, thus enable me to expand my visual material. 

The light inside of the building was awful and produced yellow photographs during 

the winter, which I found difficult at first to completely change by altering the white 

balance, some photographs were very bad and I could not seem to get the tone 

correct, I almost, but not quite achieved what I was aiming to do.  By persevering I 

overcame this, by changing the Kelvin manually up or down.  Even though it was 

annoying and created a problem, I am pleased because I have managed to overcome 

this issue and learnt a new skill. 

Creating another video has given me the chance to learn more about the programme 

and functions using Premier Pro. I have tried to improve my skill in producing my 

video and to add the introduction and ending with credits, which I had not done on 

the previous one.  I realised I should have done this and aimed to learn more about 

different aspects of editing as I was producing the video for Intersections. 

Reading on certain practitioners such as Chris Killip, and how he mentions that the 

people he photographed that hang on the exhibition wall are anonymous, he describes 

them as ordinary people and how he feels proud to have them hung in this space and 

the history of it.  I felt his words were powerful and I could relate to what he was 

telling us.  Both Killip and myself express what happened in the place we photograph 

as we include annotations of the history.  

Some of Bill Viola's work fascinated me, such as the way he photographs in a staged 

and a theatrical way, as he expresses the feelings and what is happening in a 

spectacular way on his subject matter via his imagery and film, his models are his 

performers, Viola goes to some lengths to entertain his viewers theatrically using 

various methods and props, his ideas are all carefully, considered and dynamic.  Viola 

takes great pride in his work and produces his footage with perfection and such 

amazing creativity.  Viola gave me ideas on how to progress with my portraits at the 

church, by looking at the greetings and embodying motions videos. Ways that perhaps 

I could stage certain photographs in order to keep them vibrant and consistent, also 

by the way he uses lighting as a spot light on his subjects, thus creating a natural 

ambient feel to his work, this inspired me to continue with this idea as well as to 

produce more creative style of  work by enhancing my models with the use of natural 

ambient light, as well as embracing the Christianity of the location which I was 

documenting by incorporating shadows from the strong sunlight that flowed through 

the windows. 

Whilst reading the work of Humphrey Spender on the class divide between the North 

and the South, I found his subject matter as well as the history side of his work very 

interesting, as I am  also documenting an area in Knowle West with the subject of 



social classes, whereby such stigma of an area within society and media that portray 

only a fraction of the area, which tend to concentrate purely on the working class, 

underclass, thus generally focusing on the negative side of  this area. I aim to 

emphasise the caring nature of the group and social aspect of Knowle West that 

clearly represents peacefulness, faith and community spirit. 

As well as Spender, I also found Ken Grants work in Liverpool called no pain 

whatsoever interesting, and how both of our subjects are typical d0cumentary style, 

where we are photographing in a specific area where our imagery represents working 

class, thus visually representing, place, time and people, within the community. By 

reading about Grants project it has informed me of the history behind the era he 

photographed during the eighties, he illustrates it well, showing the true realities 

visually, thus telling his story honestly as he represents his work in a typical 

documentary style.   He also creates emotional imagery by the way he uses ambient 

light.  Which is how I intend to illustrate my work, but poetically, by the use of  

luminosity which I have incorporated into my film and prints by using natural light.  I 

found Grants work on Merseyside influential because of the subject matter and how 

he expressed his views visually, showing the political issues within the community 

itself.  I like the use of  natural  light as well as the weather conditions, which could 

have been fog or smoke that was present during one of  his shots in the waste land 

where an abandoned pram that is barely visible and  the figure of a young man, who is 

standing behind. I believe this image as well as others are illustrating the darker side 

of the time emphasising the depression during the eighties.  I realised that these 

aspects are good tools to use, that gives a more distinctive and powerful feel to his 

imagery and scenes.  This could perhaps be portraying another side to his story, and 

could be the result of how the government influenced the working class, rebelling or 

perhaps sadness of the residents in that area during that time.  By my findings on his 

work I have taken the idea into consideration and by reading and focusing on other 

practitioners have given me more creative scope to try in my work.  I intend to show 

the positive side to Knowle West, the community spirit as well as Christianity.  

 

Technically I do believe I have progressed, but there is still room for improvement and 

I have taken this into consideration.  I found that using the cameras and lens's from 

the University has helped massively.  I did have difficulties at first getting to know 

where different functions were on the camera, however I soon got familiar with the 

Nikon 800D and remembered the  A/F or M on the camera also needed to be adjusted 

accordingly and not just the lens A/F or M.  Whereas during my last assignment I 

tended to forget and I often produced a less sharper image.  The lenses give me more 

ability to use natural ambience because they have a higher aperture than my lens, this 

helped me in several ways, such as not needing a high ISO indoors as well as giving me 



a shallower depth of field when desired and improved clarity to my imagery.  I am 

producing sharper photographs more consistently now that I have familiarised myself 

with different lenses.  

I feel more confident reading photographs since this year's study, due to teaching and 

research for my projects, however I will need to continue to work hard at this, as I 

understand how important it is to develop this skill, for the understanding of images, 

as well as my future development and creativity of my own work.  I understand that in 

order to illustrate my work clearly to my viewers it is essential at first to understand 

what it is I intend to tell my viewers about my subject matter, ways in which I can 

visually express this could be by using various visual elements such as light, props as 

well as staging my shots and creating the photographs exactly as I intend to depict my 

story. 

Strengths and weaknesses: 

There will always be room for improvement, I feel that research and reading will help 

to increase my knowledge on visual expression as well as understanding.  To practice 

as well as learn from other practitioners by watching interviews and attending 

speeches will also be important aspects of my learning process.  Gathering ideas and 

using them in my own way in order to become a greater creative, I believe this is a 

strength I have recently gained because I have put some ideas from my research into 

practice, but also a weakness due to perhaps needing to take more time to learn from 

other practitioners and to become more experimental perhaps. 

I am a good communicator and find this a helpful skill.  I am a people person and I 

believe that this is an important part of being a photographer, it is not a skill everyone 

has and it can be daunting as well as difficult to overcome, so for these reasons I am 

pleased I am outgoing and find it easy to speak to people. 

I feel that I have learnt how to organise people and the area I am shooting much more 

effectively over the past few months, as well as being able to lead my subjects 

appropriately, but successfully in order that I accomplish my process and outcome. I 

need to keep working at this.  I understand it is key to be assertive and  feel confident 

all of the time, if I am to progress with placing my subjects accordingly and directing 

them successfully in the future. 

working indoors has been quite a challenge over the past year which has been a new 

experience for me, however I believe that I have overcome all the issues that I have 

come across so far with regards to indoor lighting.  I am very pleased with the process 

as I progressed throughout this assignment and the tutorial support. By perseverance 

and trying new ways to edit the tone during post production, has paid off and how I 



tried different ways to incorporate the use of available light helped as well, which also 

enhanced my creativity. 

 

 


